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WELCOME
Welcome

What can I expect?

Why choose the Sixth Form?

Opportunities

What do our students go on to do?

Which level of Study?

Foundation Learning Life Skills 

Level 2 BTEC Business 

Level 2 BTEC Health and Social Care

Level 2 Cambridge Technicals in IT

Level 2 BTEC Sport

Level 3 BTEC Applied Science

Level 3 BTEC Business

Level 3 BTEC Creative Media Production

Level 3 BTEC Health and Social Care

Level 3 Cambridge Technicals in IT

Level 3 BTEC Sport

Level 3 EPQ

Level 3 Mathematical Studies

A Level Fine Art

A Level Biology 

A Level Business 
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A Level Drama & Theatre
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A Level English Language 

A Level English Literature

A Level Further Mathematics

A Level Geography 
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A Level Languages (French, German or Spanish)

A Level Mathematics
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A Level Textile Design 
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With more than 550 students we are larger than most sixth forms but smaller than most 

colleges, so we offer both a vibrant and diverse student body, and the opportunity to be 

known as an individual. Our sixth form brings together students from every social, academic 

and religious background, but the ethos that derives from our faith school setting makes us 

a family, as we all work to believe in ourselves, in others, and in God. 

At the heart of everything we do is a keen focus on supporting students to achieve their 

future aspirations. Our curriculum offer is made of carefully selected courses which we 

believe provide clear paths of progression. Our bespoke tutor programme educates students 

on the wealth of options available to them, while our experienced pastoral team delivers 

regular opportunities for personalised guidance.

Accompanying our broad range of qualifications are the highest standards of teaching and 

learning.  Our teachers work hard to provide students with a wide breadth of skills and 

knowledge within their subject specialist areas whilst offering a range of support and inter-

vention outside of lessons to ensure all students achieve their potential. 

At Key Stage 5, a students’ success is determined by their commitment to their studies 

outside of the classroom, so we  provide a network of support to allow students to access a 

rich diet of  super-curricular activities that will support their independent study skills. We 

have also invested significantly in recent years in our sixth form accommodation, providing 

students with state of the art facilities to aid their learning and further develop their 

academic and employability skills. 

I do hope you find this prospectus useful as you consider what Bluecoat Sixth Form has to 

offer. I would welcome any questions you may have; please reach out by using the contact 

details on the back of this course guide.

Alaina Wood 
Head of Sixth Form/Assistant Principal 

Bluecoat Aspley Academy 

Welcome to this introductory guide to the courses we offer at Bluecoat Sixth Form. We are 

proud to offer a broad range of courses, including a steps to success course for foundation 

learners; a level 2 provision for students needing to resit vital qualifications; a range of 

level 3 vocational courses for students more likely to succeed on courses with practical, 

coursework based elements; and a large number of traditional A levels for students likely to 

thrive on the challenge brought by external examinations. I genuinely believe that there is 

something for everyone, whether a young person is aiming for Oxbridge or working towards 

re-sitting an all-important Maths or English GCSE. 

Welcome to the Sixth Form
Academic success
•  Teaching staff who are committed to refining their practice, drawing on up to 

date research into students’ metacognitive thinking skills
• A focus on using e-learning platforms to enhance students’ revision skills and 

support them in developing independent study skills
•  A broad curriculum - our large student body of over 550 students allows us 

to offer a diverse range of courses, matching those of some of the larger 
institutions in the city*

•  A reputation for exceeding the national average pass rate and adding value to 
students’ progress scores 

University support
• Successful applications to Oxford and Cambridge with specific support for  

these routes
•  Record of success for competitive entry courses with students taking up places 

on courses including Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Primary teaching & Nursing 
•  A designated UCAS co-ordinator and an extensive programme of activities to 

support the university application cycle 
•  Close links with university outreach teams and other third party providers who 

aim to increase student progression to higher education

Apprenticeship/Careers Advice
•  Designated careers education, information, advice and guidance
•  A programme of support introducing students to the range of sectors available 

and how to succeed in making applications to work, study or train within them 
•  A tutor programme designed to meet the 8 Gatsby benchmarks 
•  An engaged alumni who offer advice on career paths 
• Support with securing meaningful encounters with careers and authorised time 

off for work experience placements

What can I expect?

* — Please note that it may not be possible to run all of the courses advertised within the course guide. 

Course viability will be reviewed once enrolment has closed and decisions with affected applicants will be 

shared as soon as possible.
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School vs College
Being a student in our sixth form combines the benefits 
of school and college. You join both a school with a 
strong sense of tradition and heritage which comes 
from our 300 year history and an independent sixth 
form centre offering the latest facilities. Sharing a site 
with Bluecoat Aspley Academy presents a wide range of 
leadership opportunities to our sixth form students as 
well as providing various ways for students to give back 
to the community through activities such as paired 
reading, English and Maths coaching and enrichment 
clubs, to name a few. 

Individual care
We believe that our size is what makes us unique. With 
over 550 students studying at our sixth form we are 
big enough to offer a breadth of courses and a truly 
diverse community, yet small enough that each student 
is offered personalised support that will allow them 
to thrive. At Bluecoat Sixth Form, you are known as 
an individual – we believe it is this that helps you to 
flourish and genuinely fulfil your potential.

Diversity
Bluecoat Sixth Form brings together students from 
every social, academic and religious background. 
Our sixth form serves students from Bluecoat Aspley 
Academy, Bluecoat Wollaton Academy and Bluecoat 
Beechdale Academy, as well as being further enriched 
by students from many other schools across the City  
and County.

Faith
Underpinning all that we do to support our sixth 
formers in securing their academic and personal goals 
is our belief that all students are creations of God’s 
handiwork (Ephesians 2:10). This commitment is 
demonstrated not only in the Christian ethos and values 
of our community but also in our fortnightly Acts 
of Worship in the wonderful setting of St Margaret’s 
Church on Aspley Lane. It is this foundation of faith 
and values, along with an open-mindedness and warm 
welcome for students of all beliefs and backgrounds, 
which makes Bluecoat Sixth Form a special place.W
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It is our aim to enable all our young people 
to achieve their academic and career goals 
as well as develop their personal character. 
We provide opportunities and guidance 
to support students in becoming resilient, 
confident and independent.
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University Application Support

We offer a comprehensive and incredibly successful level of UCAS 

support. We have a wealth of experience within the Sixth Form team 

and run various support programmes including competitive course 

entry and Oxbridge support. 

Debating Society Social Committee English Coaching

Student ambassadors

Mentoring from University Students & Alumni Christian Union

Mentoring Lower School Students

Prefects

Charity Events

School Council National Citizen Service

Sports Outreach Programme

Employability skills workshop

Duke of Edinburgh First Aid qualification

Maths Coaching
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Veterinary Medicine & Science
University of Surrey

Leah Talbot

Geology
University of Liverpool

Eleanor Hale

Programme Controller 
Rolls-Royce PLS

Helen Holwell

Law
University of Leeds

Zenani Thomas

Broadcast Journalist 
BBC

Joshua Wing

9

Sport Science and Health MSc
Loughborough University

Amy Hawthorne

Biochemistry
Oxford University

Isobel Prince

Podiatrist
NHS

Emily Ward
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What will be studied?
Students will complete the following qualifications:

•  Life Skills – made up of  Employability and Personal 

and Social Development units

• Functional Skills English, Maths and ICT

•  Travel and Tourism made up of 3 units

•  Sex and Relationship Education Award

•  Vocational options dependent on the group  

(could include: Home Cooking, Travel and Tourism, 

The Criminal Justice System, Art Mixed Media, 

Animal Care or Horticulture) 

How will I be assessed?
•  Portfolio of work 

•  Class based exams

What next?
For many students the foundation learning programme 

course is preparation for a transition to move onto college. 

Students usually acquire places at college for further 

studies on either entry level or level one programmes. 

Students move onto further Life Skills courses or begin 

to specialise in vocational areas of interest. The course 

is designed to increase independence skills for improved 

access to educational, community and work opportunities.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying 

foundation learning, please contact Mrs Sanders rsanders@

bluecoat.uk.com.

Foundation 
Learning

Level 2 Level 3

Suitable for students working 
between Entry Level 2 and Level 1 
and who may have additional needs.

Suitable for students who achieve a minimum 
of 5 x grade 2 or above including English 
Language and Maths.

Suitable for students who achieve a minimum 
of 5 x grade 4 or above including English 
Language and Maths. In addition, a number 
of subjects have their own individual entry 
criteria as detailed in the individual  
subject pages.

Foundation Learning includes entry 
level qualifications such as  
Life Skills, Functional Skills and  
Home Cooking skills.

Level 2 includes GCSE and other vocational 
equivalents. Such as:
• BTEC /CTEC
• CACHE
• Opportunity to resit GCSE English 

and/or Maths should a grade 4 not be 
achieved at GCSE.

Level 3 qualifications include:
• GCE A Level
• BTEC Diploma
• CACHE
• Core Maths
• EPQ

All foundation learning courses last 
1 year. Students are expected to 
complete all qualifications that make 
up the Life Skills course to make a 
full timetable of 24 hours a week. 

All level 2 courses last just 1 year and students 
are welcome to subsequently apply for our 
A level/level 3 BTEC courses providing they 
achieve grade 4 in their English/maths and a 
merit/grade B in their additional vocational 
qualification. 

In year 12 students are expected to study 
15-20 hours worth of subjects. This can be 
a combination of both A level and level 3 
BTEC courses. The number of hours per week 
required by each course is indicated on the 
subject’s page.

Which level of study?
As a Sixth Form committed to providing 
education for students of all abilities, we 
offer three distinct pathways of study:

Foundation Learning Life Skills

Department
Learning Support

Course
Steps for Success

Exam Board 
for 2019–20

OCR, Pearson Edexcel,  

Aim Awards, ASDAN

Teaching hours 
per week

Entry criteria
Students need to be working 

between entry level two and 

level one

Learning Support

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +
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What will be studied?
The BTEC Level 1 / Level 2 Extended Certificate is a one 

year vocational course that will provide a practical work 

related introduction to the Business Sector. The course 

consists of 12 units including: 

• Unit 1: Enterprise in the Business World

• Unit 2: Finance for Business

• Unit 3: Promoting a Brand

• Unit 4: Principles of Customer Service

How will I be assessed?
Two of the units are assessed externally:

• Unit 2 – Finance for Business (Online exam)

• Unit 9 – Marketing (Written Exam)

The remaining units are assessed by internal coursework 

portfolios. The internal portfolios will be created using a 

variety of methods including presentations, reports and  

role plays.

What next?
This course is for students who are interested in following 

a career in one of the many areas of business or who are 

following a pathway to further study. Level 3 BTEC in 

Business is a natural progression from the course if you 

wish to continue your studies at Post 16 level.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying BTEC 

Level 1 or Level 2 First Extended Certificate in Business, 

please contact Miss Bains sbains@bluecoat.uk.com

Business BTEC Level 2 BTEC

Department
Social Science

Course
BTEC Level 1/ Level 2  

First Extended Certificate in 

Business 

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

Pearson Edexcel

Teaching hours  
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 2 or above including 

English Language and Maths. 

If previously studied Business 

then a level 1 Pass or 

equivalent required.

Social Science

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

What will be studied?
The  Level 2 Extended Diploma is a one-year full-time 

vocational course that will provide a practical, work related 

introduction to the Health & Social Care sector.

Units studied include:

•  Equality, diversity and rights in health and  

social care 

•  Human growth and development 

•  Safeguarding and protection in health and  

social care 

•  Communication in health and social care 

•  Working in health and social care 

•  Nutrition for Health and Social Care

How will I be assessed?
Assessment will be completed through portfolio building 

and unit based tasks which may include reports, presenta-

tions, case studies, research and practical activities, role 

plays, posters and video recordings. All assessments are 

graded A*–D

What next?
Upon achievement of this qualification, learners will be 

able to progress to our Level 3 Diploma in Health and Social 

Care, or into a range of job roles within the health and 

social care sector such as:

•  Care Worker in Adult Residential Settings, 

Domiciliary Services and Day Care Settings

•  Healthcare Assistant  in Community, Primary Care 

and Acute Health Environments

•  Community-Based Support Workers

 

You may wish to progress onto further study at Level 3, 

which is equivalent to 3 A Levels & attracts UCAS points for 

entry into Higher Education.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying the 

Level 2 Extended Diploma in Health & Social Care please 

contact Ms Harrison sharrison@bluecoat.uk.com or  

Ms Roddis kroddis@bluecoat.uk.com 

 Level 2 NCFE CACHE Health & Social Care

Department
Social Science

Course
NCFE CACHE Level 2 Extended 

Diploma in Health &  

Social Care 

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

NCFE CACHE

Teaching hours  
per week

Entry criteria
5 x Grade 2 and above at GCSE 

including English Language 

and Maths. 

Students must also have a 

mature approach and an 

aptitude to work within the 

Care sector. 

Social Science

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +
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Department
Computer Science

Course
Level 2 Cambridge Technical 

Diploma in IT

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

OCR

Teaching hours  
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 2 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Level 2 Sport BTEC

What will be studied?
This is an applied, work related course specifically aimed at 

16+ students. You will develop a range of IT specialist skills 

and knowledge, plus transferable skills needed in a wide 

range of careers.  It will be worth the equivalent to 3 GCSE 

grades A*-C.

The course consists of 7 units, including:

•  Unit 1: Communicating in the IT industry

•  Unit 2: Working in the IT industry

• Unit 11: Multimedia Design

• Unit 24: Animation Techniques

Other units studied may include spreadsheet modelling, 

developing computer games and interactive media.

How will I be assessed?
You will complete a number of assignments over the year 

which will make up your final portfolio of work. You will 

be assessed by a range of assignment tasks, including 

projects, written assessments, presentations, designing and 

developing IT systems and solutions.  Internal deadlines 

will be set for units and must be met.

What next?
This course is suitable for students who would like to 

continue working within IT either in further education or 

within the work place.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying OCR 

Level 2 Cambridge Technical Diploma in IT please contact 

Mrs A Fairbrother afairbrother@bluecoat.uk.com

Department
Sports Science

Course
BTEC Level 1/2  

First Certificate in Sport

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

Pearson Edexcel

Teaching hours  
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 2 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Sports Science

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

Cambridge Technical Diploma in IT OCR Level 2

Computer Science

What will be studied?
This course takes a multi-disciplinary approach, encour-

aging the development of different methods of enquiry, 

with the focal point being the performer and the perfor-

mance. This course is based on the interaction between the 

theory and practice of Physical Education.

Mandatory Units
Unit 1 – Fitness for Sport and Exercise (online exam). 

This includes the study of the components of fitness and 

training methods needed to improve performance

Unit 2 – Practical Sports Performance This includes 

performing practically in at least 2 sports

Unit 7 -  Anatomy and Physiology for Sports Performance 

(online exam). This includes the study of the parts of the 

body and how they are used during a sports performance

Optional Units
Students will also study another 5 units of work.

How will I be assessed?
The BTEC Sport course is assessed by 2 online exams, and a 

number of coursework based assignments for the optional 

units. Students will require an ability to organise their 

learning showing the ability to meet deadlines.

What next?
This course will provide a good background for vocational 

courses, in particular the Level 3 BTEC in Sport. The course 

also provides students with the ability to practice their 

coaching and leading of others in sporting activities which 

is useful for a variety of roles.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying BTEC 

Sport, please contact Mr Pickard epickard@bluecoat.uk.com
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Level 3 BTEC Business

Department
Social Science

Course
BTEC Level 3  

Diploma in Business 

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

Pearson Edexcel

Teaching hours  
per week

2 x A Level equivalent

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths. 

If previously studied Business 

then a grade 4 from GCSE 

Business Studies or a level 2 

Pass from an applied course.

Social Science

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

What will be studied?
The BTEC Diploma covers a wider variety of Business 

topics including all key areas of Business: Finance; HR; 

Operations; and Marketing. For the full two year course you 

will study 8 units based on different areas of Business.

How will I be assessed?
The units are a combination of internal and external assess-

ments, for instance:

External units:
•  Unit 2 Developing a Marketing Campaign – 

Pre-released Case Study / Supervised Assessment 

•  Unit 3 Personal and Business Finance  

– Written Exam

Internal units:
•  Unit 1 – Exploring Business

•  Unit 8 – Recruitment and Selection

The internal portfolios will be created using a variety of 

methods including research projects, presentations, reports 

and role plays. The units of work are assessed throughout 

the year and each unit will be given a specific deadline.

What next?
This course is for students who are interested in following 

a career in one of the many areas of Business or who are 

following a pathway to higher education. 

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying BTEC 

Level 3 Diploma in Business, please contact Miss Bains 

sbains@bluecoat.uk.com

Department
Science

Course
BTEC Diploma (NFQ) in  

Applied Science

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

Pearson Edexcel

Teaching hours  
per week

2 x A Level equivalent

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 4/4 in Combined 

Science or at least 2 x grade 4 

from Triple Science

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

What will be studied?
Over the two years you will study six core units and two 

specialised units to include aspects of Biology, Chemistry 

and Physics.

These include:

• Principles and Applications of Science

• Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques

• Science Investigation Skills

• Investigative Project

• Genetics and Genetic Engineering

• Forensic Evidence, Collection and Analysis

 

We will also build upon your skills in literacy, numeracy and 

ICT. There is a significant aspect of practical work to the 

course developing those skills gained at GCSE.

How will I be assessed?
This is a new specification that incorporates three methods 

of assessment. Throughout the two years there are two 

examined units, one externally assessed coursework 

unit and five internally assessed coursework units. Each 

piece of assessed work will be awarded a pass, merit or 

distinction grade and these grades are cumulative, resulting 

in a final grade at the end of the course. It is therefore 

essential students apply themselves to all tasks as they are 

continually being assessed.

What next?
This course is for students who are interested in following 

a career in science. Opportunities for further study exist 

in the form of the Level 5 BTEC Higher National Diploma 

or a full time degree in a related subject. Our students 

have gone on to study everything from Architecture to 

Midwifery as the skills gained during the course are valued 

by universities. 

In combination with other subjects, students could study 

the following subjects at university: Adult Nursing, Law, 

Sport Science, Pharmacy, Psychology, Health and Social 

Care, and Forensic Science.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying Applied 

Science please contact Miss Gregory  

cgregory@bluecoat.uk.com

Applied Science Level 3 BTEC

Science
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Level 3 NCFE CACHE  Health & Social Care

What will be studied?
The NCFE CACHE Level 3 Extended Diploma is a two year 

vocational course that will provide practical, work related 

information for both Health & Social Care sectors. It is 

equivalent to 3 A levels.

The course consists of 14 mandatory units and 4 optional 

units, two controlled assessments and one exam. 

Units studied include:
•  Equality, Diversity and Rights in Health and  

Social Care

•  Human Growth and Development

•  Safeguarding in Health and Social Care

•  Infection Prevention and Control in Health and 

Social Care

•  Empowerment in Health and Social Care

•  Communication in Health and Social Care

•  Anatomy and Physiology for Health and Social Care

•  Sociological Perspectives in Health and Social Care

•  Psychological Perspectives in Health and Social Care

•  Personal and Professional Development

How will I be assessed?
It is important to link theory to practice; this will be 

completed through unit based assessments and portfolio 

building. The assessments may include reports, presenta-

tions, case studies, research and practical activities such as 

academic posters, video recordings and role plays.

A DBS (police) check is required before commencing  

the course.

•  All tasks are assessed against specific learning 

objectives and graded  A*–D

•  Placements will be undertaken one day per week in 

an appropriate health or social care setting

•  2 External Assessments (two 5000 word essays )

•  One externally assessed Short Answer Examination; 

Anatomy & Physiology

What next?
The course may lead to continuing education at university 

or a career in one of the many areas of Health & Social Care 

e.g. Nursing, Social Work, Residential Care, Occupational 

Therapy,  Mental Health,  Community Work and Day Care,  

Youth Work, etc.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying NCFE 

CACHE Technical Level 3 Extended Diploma in Health and 

Social Care please contact Ms Roddis 

kroddis@bluecoat.uk.com 

Department
Social Science

Course
NCFE CACHE Technical Level 3 

Extended Diploma in Health 

and Social Care

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

NCFE CACHE

Teaching hours  
per week

3 x A Level equivalent

Entry criteria
5 x Grade 4 or above at GCSE 

including English Language 

and Maths. Mature attitude 

and reliability to participate 

in mandatory work  

experience placements.

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

Social Science

Creative Media Production Level 3 BTEC

What will be studied?
The two-year National Diploma is worth the equivalent of 

two A Levels. In total, 10 units are studied exploring the 

skills and techniques, personal attributes and attitudes 

essential for successful performance in working life 

and vocationally-recognised experience in the media 

sectors.  Units include: Digital Media Skills; Responding 

to a Commission; Media Enterprise; Website Production; 

Interviewing Techniques; Writing Copy; Image Manipulation 

Technique; 2D Digital Graphics; Page Layout and Design for 

Digital Media.

How will I be assessed?
Two units are externally assessed: Digital Media Skills 

and Responding to a Commission. These are tasks set and 

marked externally within a vocational context. Students 

are issued the task and given a preparatory period before 

completing it independently under supervised conditions.  

All other units are internally set, assessed and verified and 

then externally sampled.

To support and contextualise all units, students take part 

in a number of vocationally relevant off-site trips and semi-

nars/workshops from visiting professional practitioners and 

are encouraged to engineer their work experience placement 

to enhance their experience in this industry.

What next?
Digital Publishing incorporates a large proportion of 

the creative media industry, including web design and 

publishing, digital graphics and design for digital publica-

tions eg interactive e-magazines. It is particularly valuable 

in careers in media production, writing copy and proof 

reading/editing, illustration, graphic design, web design, 

digital journalism, marketing, advertising, animation, 

photography, media production management and many 

more.  In a fast-paced and visually stimulating world where 

digital communication, the internet and social media 

are key to mass-marketing and international exposure, 

employers are always keen to employ people with a creative 

outlook and skills.  This course is a well-respected and 

rigorously assessed course that offers a clear progression 

route into media-based creative courses at college and 

universities around the country.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying Level 3 

BTEC National Diploma in Digital Publishing, please contact 

Mr Seaman cseaman@bluecoat.uk.com

Department
Arts

Course
Level 3 BTEC National Diploma 

in Digital Publishing 

Exam Board 
for 2019–20

Pearson Edexcel

Teaching hours 
per week

2 x A Level equivalent

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

Arts
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Cambridge Technicals in IT Level 3

What will be studied?
This is an applied course that covers a range of IT related 

topics requiring excellent research and report writing skills. 

This course can be studied as a single A level equivalent 

(‘Introductory Diploma’) or 2 A level equivalent (‘Technical 

Diploma’) over 2 years. This determines whether 5 or 11 

units are covered over the whole course. 

The mandatory units include: 

• Fundamentals of IT, Global Information, Virtual and 

Augmented reality, Cyber Security (additional unit for 

‘Diploma’)

The optional units may include:

•Developing a Smarter Planet, Internet of Everything, 

Mobile Technology, Social Media & Digital Marketing, 

Product development, Project Management, Software

How will I be assessed?
The mandatory units Fundamentals of IT and Global 

Information will each be externally assessed with a 1.5 

hour written paper. The Cyber Security unit is externally 

assessed with a 1 hour written paper. The remaining units 

are internally assessed and then moderated externally. 

What next?
This course is relevant for students who have a keen 

interest in IT or would like to study an IT related qualifi-

cation at University. Note that there is no longer an A level 

ICT qualification available nationally.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying a 

Cambridge Technical Diploma in IT, please contact  

Mr S Li sli@bluecoat.uk.com

Department
Computer Science

Course
Level 3 Cambridge Technical 

Introductory Diploma 

/Diploma in IT 

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

OCR

Teaching hours  
per week

5 (‘Introductory Diploma’  

— 1 x A level equivalent)  

or 10 (‘Diploma’  

— 2 x A level equivalent)

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths. 

Grade 4 in Computer Science/

equivalent level 2 IT.   

Grade 5 in at least 2 essay 

based subjects.

Computer Science

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

Level 3 BTEC Sport

What will be studied?
This course follows the Vocational ethos of the BTEC qualification with the learner 

completing 720 guided learning hours over the 2 year course. Students will be required 

to look at many facets of Sports Performance and Coaching with assessment taking 

the form of an online examination, a pre-released scenario based exam paper and 

coursework assignments to meet the requirements needed in the workplace. 

Course Outline
Unit 1 — A&P 

(1 hour and 30 minute online paper) Learners explore the skeletal, muscular and respi-

ratory Systems Function and fundamentals of the energy System.

Unit 2 — Fitness Training and Programming  

(Externally Assessed 2 Hour written paper) Learners explore Client Screening and 

Lifestyle assessment, fitness training methods and programming to support in a client’s 

health & well being.

Unit 3 — Professional Development in the Sports Industry 
Learners explore the knowledge and skills required for different career pathways in the 

sports industry. Learners will take part in, and reflect on, a personal skills audit, career 

action plan and practical interview assessment activities (3 Coursework Assignments).

Unit 4 — Sports Leadership  

Learners study what makes a good leader, the different capacities of the role, and the 

leadership skills and techniques necessary when leading activities in different roles  

(3 Coursework Assignments).

Additional Units will be Covered in Year 2 of the Course.

How will I be assessed?
BTEC Sport Level 3 is continually assessed throughout the 2 year course. Assessment 

decisions take the form of an online examination, a pre-released scenario based exam 

paper at the end of year 1 and 6 Units of work where coursework assignments are 

designed to meet the requirements needed in the workplace. 

What next?
This course will provide a good background for further vocational courses, people 

wishing to access the leisure industry, coaching and Sports Development as well as 

those interested in going to university to study Sports Science, PE or Physiotherapy.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying BTEC SPORT LEVEL 3, please 

contact Mr Pickard epickard@bluecoat.uk.com

Department
Sports Science

Course
BTEC Level 3 National  

Diploma in Sport

Exam Board 
for 2019–20

Pearson Edexcel

Teaching hours 
per week

2 x A Level equivalent

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.  

Grade 4/4 in Combined 

Science or at least 2 x grade 4 

from Triple Science.

Sports Science

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +
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Extended Project Qualification Level 3

What will be studied?
The Extended Project Qualification is an opportunity to research and develop 

an area that you are passionate about. That can be something you have been 

involved in, or something you have always wanted to look at. For the full 

one year course, you will develop an idea for a project you wish to carry out 

and discuss your ideas with your supervisor. You will then carry out research 

to enable you to develop your ideas sufficiently to make a formal project 

proposal that includes your project aims, initial plans and likely format in 

which to present your project. 

On completion of the project, you will give a presentation which should be 

for a non-specialist audience using media appropriate to the type of project. 

The presentation will also include a live question and answer session overseen 

by your supervisor.

How will I be assessed?
The course is assessed via 100% coursework and there are no external exami-

nations. Coursework portfolios are in the form of log books, research, time 

management analysis, written reports or artefacts and presentations.

What next?
The EPQ is awarded UCAS points worth slightly over half an A-level and is 

recognised by universities and employers; some leading universities, such as 

Southampton University, make alternative offers to students undertaking an 

EPQ. An A* in this qualification equates to 28 UCAS points. This course is also 

for students who may want to show a deeper understanding of an area which 

can be beneficial for further education or employment. 

Further information
If you need any further information about studying the AQA Level 3 Extended 

Project Qualification, please contact Mr Squire rsquire@bluecoat.uk.com 

* N.B. — It is not necessary to have done the Level 2 Higher Project Qualification. 

This course will appeal to students who

• Have a passion for a particular subject

• Want the opportunity to carry out an investigation into an area that may aid 

their career progression or application to University

• Are enthusiastic about completing coursework portfolios

• Have a good standard of literacy

• Are able to be self-motivated to meet deadlines

Department
Social Science

Course
Level 3 Extended Project 

Qualification (EPQ)

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

AQA

Teaching hours  
per week

2 hours plus a minimum of 3 

hours independent study

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above  

including Maths.  

Grade 5 or above in English 

Language and at least two 

other essay based subjects. 

See note* 

Social Science

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

 Level 3 Mathematical Studies 

What will be studied?
Mathematical Studies is a course that has been developed 

for students who want to extend and develop their valuable 

Mathematics skills, but are not necessarily planning on 

taking AS or A Level Mathematics. At the end of the one 

year course you will be awarded a Level 3 qualification with 

the same UCAS points as an AS Level. 

This course has been designed to help and support you 

to understand and apply clear mathematical reasoning to 

real-life problems, as well as analyse and interpret data in 

various contexts. Mathematical Studies will also focus on 

equipping you with the necessary skills to confidently deal 

with everyday financial mathematics including mortgages, 

National Insurance and Income Tax, bank accounts and 

credit cards. 

Mathematical studies will also support the mathematical 

element of other subjects such as Science, Geography, 

Business Studies, Psychology and Economics.  

How will I be assessed?
There will be two examinations, each 1 hour and 30 

minutes in duration at the end of the year.

What next?
The problem solving and real life skills you will develop 

during this course are becoming increasingly important in 

both higher education and the workplace. Employers from 

all different sectors, as well as many universities, are firmly 

behind the Mathematical Studies qualification. Studying 

this course will be invaluable by providing you with the 

necessary mathematical skills for further study  

or employment. 

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying 

Mathematical Studies, please contact Mrs Platten  

kplatten@bluecoat.uk.com 

Department
Mathematics

Course
Level 3 Certificate in 

Mathematical Studies

Exam Board 
for 2019–20

AQA

Teaching hours 
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Mathematics

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +
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Fine Art A Level

What will be studied?
Students will be introduced to a variety of experiences, 

exploring a range of two and some three dimensional 

media, processes and techniques. Students’ work will 

develop with both practical and critical/contextual 

approaches, exploring a combination of the following areas 

of study: Portraiture; Landscape; Still life; Human form; 

Abstraction; Experimental imagery; Narrative; Installation; 

Working in a genre.

How will I be assessed?
The A Level course is assessed through two components. 

Component one (60% of total A  Level) is a Personal 

Investigation portfolio of practical work responding to a 

personally set starting point/theme/scenario. Students 

also complete a written Related Study which complements 

any practical work. Component two is an Externally Set 

Task (40% of total A Level), which is issued by the exam 

board on 1st February. Students create a sketchbook of 

development work before sitting a 15 hour (three day) 

exam in May of the second year of the course in which a 

final response is created.

All components are internally 

assessed and  

externally moderated.

What next?
Art and Design is particularly valuable in careers in product 

design, architecture, theatre/film set design, film making, 

textiles and fashion, illustration, graphic design, interior 

design, journalism, marketing, advertising, photography, 

web design, gallery curator/management and many more.  

In a fast-paced and visually stimulating world, employers 

are always keen to employ people with a creative outlook 

and skills.  This A Level is a well-respected and rigorously 

assessed course, valued highly by universities (including 

those in the Russell Group).

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying A Level 

Fine Art please contact Mrs S Moynihan-Case  

smoynihancase@bluecoat.uk.com

Department
Arts

Course
A Level Fine Art

Exam Board  
for 2020–21

OCR

Teaching hours  
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths. 

Grade 5 or above in GCSE  

Art & Design.

Arts

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

What will be studied?
The course is divided into topics, each covering different 

key concepts of Biology. These topics include: cell 

structure; biological molecules; enzymes; cell division; 

exchange and transport systems in animals and plants; 

diseases and immunity; evolution; genetics; populations 

and ecosystems; nervous and hormonal communication;  

and many others.

How will I be assessed?
The A Level Biology course is assessed through three 

written exams in June of the second year. These exams 

consist of both short and long answer questions, in addition 

to a small multiple choice section. Practical work is integral 

to the course and examined throughout, resulting in a 

separate practical qualification.

What next?
Biology is a key foundation for progression into medicine, 

veterinary science, pharmacy, dentistry, nursing, and a 

range of different professions and degree opportunities 

within the biological sciences field. An A level in Biology 

is also highly valued by employers in the NHS, research 

laboratories and many other careers.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying Biology 

please contact Ms Hamlin chamlin@blueocat.uk.com 

Department
Science

Course
A Level Biology

Exam Board 
for 2019–20

OCR

Teaching hours 
per week

Entry criteria
Grade 5/5 in Combined 

Science or grade 5 in Biology 

and Chemistry.  

Grade 5 in Maths.

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

A Level Biology

Science
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Business A Level

What will be studied?
During the first year of the course students will develop an 

understanding of:

•  meeting customer needs

•  the market

•  marketing mix and strategy

•  managing people

•  entrepreneurs and leaders

•  raising finance

•  resource management

•  external influences

During the second year of the course students will develop 

an understanding of:

•  business objectives and strategy

•  business growth

•  assessing competitiveness

•  managing change

•  global markets and business expansion

•  global marketing

•  global industries and companies

How will I be assessed?
In A Level Business you will sit 3 papers at the end of  

the 2 years:

• Paper 1 – Marketing, people and global businesses – 

35% of the A level

• Paper 2 – Business activities, decisions and strategy– 

35% of the A level

• Paper 3 – Investigating business in a competitive 

environment– 30% of the A level

What next?
This course is for students who are interested in following 

a career in one of the many areas of business or who are 

following a pathway to further study. It is particularly 

suitable for those considering a career in Human Resources, 

Accounting, Marketing or Operations Management.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying 

Business A Level, please contact Miss Bains  

sbains@bluecoat.uk.com 

Department
Social Science

Course
A Level Business

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

Pearson Edexcel

Teaching hours  
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 5 in Business Studies.

Social Science

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

What will be studied?
Year 1 topics
A range of content will be covered from Physical, Inorganic 

and Organic Chemistry. Some of the content will be building 

on GCSE knowledge whereas others are new. These topics 

include: Atomic structure; Amount of substance; Bonding; 

Energetics; Kinetics; Chemical equilibria; Periodicity; Group 

2 metals; Group 7 elements; Alkanes; Alkenes; Alcohols and 

Organic analysis. 

Year 2 topics 
In the second year of the course, there are also elements 

of Physical, Inorganic and Organic Chemistry. These topics 

are: Thermodynamics; Equilibrium constant; Electrode 

potentials; Acids and bases; Properties of Period 3 Elements; 

Transition Metals; Optical Isomerism; Aldehydes and 

Ketones; Aromatic Chemistry; Amines; Polymers; Organic 

Synthesis; NMR Spectroscopy and Chromatography. 

How will I be assessed?
The A Level course culminates in three examinations worth 

between 30 and 35% of the A Level. The papers contain a 

range of question types and the third paper at A Level is a 

synoptic paper covering the entire A Level course. Practical 

work is integral to the course and is examined within the 

written papers.

What next?

Chemistry at A Level opens many doors including going to 

university or directly into employment. A range of Science 

degrees offer opportunities in research. Additionally 

those students who have an ambition to study Medicine, 

Veterinary Science, Dentistry or Pharmacy would be 

strongly advised to study Chemistry at A Level. 

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying 

Chemistry at A Level, please contact Miss Knight  

lknight@bluecoat.uk.com

A Level Chemistry

Department
Science

Course
A Level Chemistry

Exam Board 
for 2019–20

AQA

Teaching hours 
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language. Grade 5/5 

in Combined Science (Higher 

Tier) or grade 5 in Chemistry 

and Biology. Grade 5 in Maths.  

Science

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +
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Computer Science A Level

What will be studied?
The course is divided into several components over 2 years:

•  Computing Systems - processors, software and 

software development, exchanging data,  

data types/structures/algorithms, legal/moral/

cultural/ethical issues

•  Algorithms & Programming - computational 

thinking, problem solving and programming, 

algorithms to solve problems, standard algorithms

•  Programming Project -  An individual project 

including analysis, design, development and 

evaluation

How will I be assessed?
The A level comprises 2 written exams for the Computer 

Systems (40%) and Algorithms & Problem solving (40%) 

components, and finally a Programming Project  

assessment (20%).

What next?
This course is relevant for students who would like to study 

a computing related qualification at university. These 

could include: Computer Science; Software Engineering; 

Networking; Computer Gaming plus many more.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying A Level 

Computer Science, please contact Mr S Li  

sli@bluecoat.uk.com 

Department
Computer Science

Course
A Level Computer Science

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

OCR

Teaching hours  
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 5 in Computer Science. 

Grade 5 in Maths.

Computer Science

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

A Level Drama and Theatre

What will be studied?
The course provides an 

opportunity to study plays 

from the points of view of a 

director, designer, performer 

and critic. You will acquire a 

knowledge and understanding 

of the language of drama and 

theatre and develop perfor-

mance and analytical skills.

Each part of the creative 

process is studied with 

practical opportunities 

to develop skills in both 

production and performance 

roles. Individual creativity 

is nurtured along with 

the challenges of collabo-

ration both practically and 

academically.

This A-level would suit anyone interested in the creative 

process of making theatre, its history and its role in a world 

crowded with alternative forms of entertainment.

How will I be assessed?
A level Drama and Theatre is assessed through a combination 

of a 40% written exam and 60% practical/reflective work.

Component 1
Devising (40%) - This unit requires the creation and perfor-

mance of an original piece of theatre based on a prescribed 

stimulus and influenced by the work of a significant theatre 

practitioner. Assessment is carried out for both process, 

performance and the accompanying portfolio which will 

include images, sourced items, films and text.

Component 2
Text in Performance (20%) - This requires students to 

produce an edited version of a published play to be 

performed to an external examiner. You will also produce 

a 2-3 minute monologue from a contrasting play for the 

assessment. The component will further enhance your 

understanding of the role of the director, actor and designer 

in the rehearsal process as well as facing the challenge 

of performance. You will be marked on voice, movement, 

character and communication.

Component 3
Theatre Makers in Practice (40%) - This component, studied 

throughout the two years culminates in the final written 

exam that will be in three parts.

Section A requires you to respond to a question about a live 

theatre performance you have seen and studied in class.

Section B requires two extended response questions based 

on an unseen extract from a performance text you have 

studied in class. This question will be based around the 

roles of the actor and the designer.

Section C requires you to answer one extended response 

question based on a second set text focusing on the role 

of the director and how your personal interpretation would 

be influenced by the study of one significant theatre 

practitioner.

What next?
A level Drama and Theatre can lead directly to work or a 

range of different courses in further education. Students 

thrive in a creative and communicative environment 

and are seen by universities as generally ‘well rounded, 

developed’ individuals. Drama is an established subject at 

Post-16 level and opens many doors to future employment, 

education and careers.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying A Level 

Drama and Theatre, please contact  

Mr A.Iqbal aiqbal@bluecoat.uk.com or  

Ms S.Gardner sgardner@bluecoat.uk.com

Department
Arts

Course
A Level Drama and Theatre

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

Pearson Edexcel

Teaching hours  
per week

Entry criteria
5 x Grade 4 or above including 

English Language, Maths 

and an essay-based subject 

such as History or English 

Literature. Grade 5/L2 Merit 

or above in Drama or evidence 

of performance experience.

Arts

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +
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What will be studied?
In Economics you will look at the fundamental forces which 

affect our lives, such as employment, prices, international 

trade and poverty.

Economists are often in healthy debate with each other 

over these issues. It is this controversy which makes 

Economics lively and interesting and which allows you the 

opportunity to make your own judgements and form your 

own opinions to answer questions such as:

•  Why can’t the Government just raise taxes to pay for 

more doctors and nurses?

•  Why does my train ticket cost twice as much if I 

travel before 9am?

•  What are the most effective policies to reduce the 

over consumption of alcohol?

•  Why does everyone panic when the price of petrol 

goes up?

During your Economics studies you will focus on both 

Microeconomics and Macroeconomics. 

Microeconomic topics:
•  Market Structures  – Perfect Competition, 

Monopolistic Competition, Oligopolies and 

Monopolies

•  The Labour Market – Wage Determination

•  Government Intervention in the Market

Macroeconomic topics:
•  Economic Growth

•  Macroeconomic Policies – Monetary, Fiscal and 

Supply Side

•  The European Union

How will I be assessed?
In A Level Economics you will sit 3 papers at the end of  

the 2 years:

Paper 1 — Markets and Market failure – 2 hour written 

exam – 33.3% of the A level

Paper 2 — National and International Economy – 2 hour 

written exam – 33.3% of the A level

Paper 3 — Economic Principles and Issues – 2 hour written 

exam – 33.3% of the A level

What next?
Economics is a versatile subject that can help you in a 

number of careers. Not only could you find yourself working 

for big corporations, banks or the government but your 

qualification in Economics could also be valuable support in 

a career like marketing, law, journalism or teaching.  You 

might even become the next Prime Minister with a degree 

in Economics!

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying 

Economics please contact Miss Bentley  

cbentley@bluecoat.uk.com

Economics A Level

Department
Social Science

Course
A Level Economics

Exam Board 
for 2019–20

AQA

Teaching hours 
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above. 

Grade 5 in Maths and English 

Language. Grade 5 in one 

other essay based subject. 

Social Science

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

A Level English Language

What will be studied?
Over the course of the two years of study you will:

•  Consider how language is shaped according to 

audience, purpose, genre and mode

•  Understand and use appropriate terminology, 

enabling you to analyse language precisely.  These 

fall under the language level headings of lexis 

and semantics, grammar, phonology, graphology, 

discourse and pragmatics, which will allow you to 

explore how language behaves in written, spoken 

and multi-modal texts

•  Explore different sociolects, including social, 

occupational, gender and ethnicity groups

•  Study regional, national and international varieties 

of English

•  Learn about and understand the influence of 

concepts and issues relating to language, such as 

power, gender and technology

•  Write academically about these subjects  as parts of 

discourses about language

•  Consider the functions of children’s language across 

different modes of communication 

•  Study how language has changed since the 1600s 

•  Learn skills to prepare you to conduct an 

independent investigation into a language topic of 

your choice

•  Study a range of style models in order to create a 

piece of original writing and commentary  

How will I be assessed? 
The A Level course is assessed by two end of year exams 

plus the non-exam component: a language investi-

gation and a piece of original writing accompanied by 

a commentary.  There are 5 assessment objectives that 

students must meet:

A01: the ability to use the language levels

A02: a critical understanding of issues surrounding 

language use

A03: analysis of how contexts influence language features 

to construct meaning

A04: comparing texts, in relation to the above

A05: expertise and creativity in using English to commu-

nicate in different ways

What next? 
English Language will support any communications or 

language-oriented degree course such as Literature, foreign 

languages, journalism – even Law. It will support careers  

in psychology or linguistic neuro-science if partnered with 

an appropriate degree.   It can also be studied at degree 

level in its own right, as Language, and/or Linguistics.  

Linguists can go on into a diverse range of careers, from 

forensics to more obvious choices such as teaching and 

language therapy.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying  

English Language, please contact Ms J Naylor  

jnaylor@bluecoat.uk.com

Department
English

Course
A Level English Language

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

OCR

Teaching hours  
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

Maths. Grade 5 in English 

Language and English 

Literature. Grade 5 in one 

other essay-based subject.

English

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +
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English Literature A Level

What will be studied?
You will be studying a range of Literature texts through the 

lens of Tragedy. The texts include Shakespeare Plays, Poetry 

and Prose with the stipulation of pre-1900 and post 2000 

will be included in the selection of texts.

How will I be assessed?
Students need to be focused and autonomous, be able to 

discuss issues and concepts within facilitated sessions. 

The A Level consists of two exams worth 40% each and two 

pieces of NEA (coursework) 20%

• Paper 1 Literary Genres 2 hours 30 minutes Closed 

Book (3 texts)

• Paper 2 Texts and Genres 3 hours Open Book (3 texts 

& unseen passage)

Formative assessments throughout the year will involve 

written and spoken tasks.

What next?
English Literature is a secure foundation for a breadth 

of future education and a wide range of career choices. 

Journalism, HR, Research, Professional Librarian, 

Publishing, Writing, Social Work Script Writing, Teaching, 

Law, Management of People, Performing Arts… 

The list is endless.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying English 

Literature, please contact Dr Wain-Reid  

lwain-reid@bluecoat.uk.com or  

Ms C Pearce cpearce@bluecoat.uk.com

Department
English

Course
A Level English Literature

Exam Board 
for 2019–20

AQA Specification B

Teaching hours 
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 5 in English Language 

and English Literature

English

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

A Level Further Mathematics

What will be studied?
The A Level qualification is a combination of Further Pure 

and Applied content. The applied content will be a combi-

nation of two components, Decision and Statistics. Further 

Pure Mathematics includes topics on matrices, geometry, 

further calculus and proof.  Decision focuses on algorithms, 

linear programming, networks and game theory and 

Statistics includes the topics of discrete random variables, 

Poisson distribution, chi squared tests and the  

exponential distribution. 

How will I be assessed?
The A Level Further Mathematics course is assessed through 

three written papers, of equal weighting, at the end of the 

second year, each 2 hours in duration. 

• Paper 1 – Further Pure Mathematics

• Paper 2 – Further Pure Mathematics

• Paper 3 – Decision and Statistics

There will be a mix of question styles, from short, single-

mark questions to multi-step problems. 

What next?
This course is studied alongside A Level Mathematics and 

is ideally suited to students who have enjoyed and excelled 

at GCSE Mathematics. Many of the top universities now 

require students to have studied Further Mathematics 

when applying for a course with significant mathematical 

content. 

The Academy has also had experience in supporting 

students who are preparing for STEP, MAT and PAT 

examinations. 

Further Information:
If you need any additional information about studying 

A Level Further Mathematics, please contact Mrs Platten 

kplatten@bluecoat.uk.com 

Department
Mathematics

Course
A Level Further Mathematics

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

AQA

Teaching hours  
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 6 in Maths. 

A Level Further Mathematics 

must be studied alongside 

Mathematics.

Mathematics

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +
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Geography A Level

What will be studied?
Geography is broad and compatible with all other subjects. 

The course is designed to inspire curiosity and challenge 

ideas. It will enable students to be inspired by their 

geographical understanding, to engage critically with real 

world issues and places, and to apply their geographical 

knowledge, theory and skills to the world around them. 

Students will grow as independent thinkers and as 

informed and engaged citizens, who understand the role 

and importance of geography as one of the key disciplines 

relevant to understanding the world’s changing peoples, 

places and environments.

How will I be assessed?
Paper 1 (Physical Geography) — Written examination
•  Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards

•  Topic 2: Landscape Systems, Processes and Change – 

including optional sub-topic  

2A: Glaciated Landscapes and Change or 

2B: Coastal Landscapes and Change

• 2B: Coastal Landscapes and Change

•  Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity

•  Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security

Paper 2 (Human Geography) — Written examination
•  Topic 3: Globalisation

•  Topic 4: Shaping Places – including optional sub-topic 

4A: Regenerating Places or 

4B: Diverse Places (Population, living spaces, tensions 

and managing cultural and demographic issues)

•  Topic 7: Superpowers 

•  Topic 8: Global Development and Connections – 

including optional sub-topic 

8A: Health, Human Rights and Intervention or 

8B Migration, Identity and Sovereignty

Paper 3 (Synoptic Issues) — Written examination
This is a synoptic examination concerning a geographical 

issue and incorporates ideas from a range of compulsory 

topics. It explores ideas of inequality, identity, globali-

sation, interdependence, mitigation and adaption, sustain-

ability, risk, resilience and uncertain futures.

Coursework: Independent Investigation
Students complete an individual investigation (3000–4000 

words) which must include data collected in the field.  

It must be based on a question or issue defined and 

developed by the student relating to any part of the  

specification content. 

In all examinations, there is a mix of short and extended 

writing questions up to 24 marks. In the first year, students 

study physical topics 1 and 2 and human topics 3 and 4. 

Fieldwork is assessed at AS level though topics 2 and 4

Fieldwork
A level: 4 days of fieldwork, both physical and human 

geography, this can be done locally or as part of a 

residential trip.

What next?
Statistics show that, compared with other subjects, geogra-

phers are among the most employable. Many employers 

prize the knowledge and skills that studying geography 

can provide. The Russell (spelling) Group Universities 

include it as one of their key ‘facilitating subjects’, i.e. 

one that improves your likelihood of entry to a respected 

degree course. In whatever career path you choose, you 

will need to develop transferable skills and you will need to 

be flexible. Geography fosters these qualities and provides 

a firm base for life-long learning. Common career paths 

include: leisure and tourism, environmental conservation, 

town planning, finance and marketing, local government, 

or meteorology to name but a few. More recently, geogra-

phers are using their skills in the rapidly growing fields 

of green technology, environmental law and sustainable 

consultancy. Geography opens up a world of opportunity!

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying 

Geography, please contact  

Mr J Evans jevans1@bluecoat.uk.com or  

Mr M Collins mcollins@bluecoat.uk.com 

Department
Humanities

Course
A Level Geography

Exam Board 
for 2019–20

Pearson Edexcel 

Teaching hours 
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 5 in Geography and one 

other essay based subject.

Humanities

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

A Level History

What will be studied?
The course is divided into 3 components taught across year 12 and year 13. 

Component 1, the breadth study will focus on the Tudors: England, 1485-1603.

•  Investigating key questions such as: how effectively did the Tudors restore and 

develop the powers of the monarchy? How did relations with foreign powers change 

and how was the succession secured? How far did intellectual and religious ideas 

change and develop and with what effects? 

Component 2, the depth study will focus on either:

• France in Revolution, 1774-1815. This option will enquire into the change in the 

relationship between the ruler and the governed. A study of France in Revolution 

embraces concepts such as enlightenment, democracy, republic and dictatorship. 

It also encourages consideration of issues such as the relationship between rulers 

and the ruled, the place of the Church in the State, the power of the people and 

promotes reflection on what makes and perpetuates revolution. 

• American Dream: reality and illusion, 1945 -1980. This option provides for a study in 

depth of the challenges faced by the USA at home and abroad as it emerged from the 

Second World War as a Superpower.

Component 3, completed in year 13 will comprise of a historical investigation (NEA - 

personal study) of which you have free reign to choose between the topics of Russia 

1855 – 1955 or History of Women 1830 -1930.

How will I be assessed?
At A-Level students will sit exams in components 1 and 2. Both exams will have 3 questions: 

1 compulsory source question and a choice of 3 essay questions. Students will also submit 

component 3 their historical investigation — a non-examined assessment element. 

What next?
Having A-Level History can open you up to a world of possibilities. The course gives you 

skills in writing, contextual knowledge and research skills.  Universities and employers look 

incredibly favourably upon applicants with A-Level History.  Amongst the many courses 

where A-level history is required such as modern history, ancient history, archaeology, 

amongst others there are a number of courses where history at A-level is desirable such 

as law. Possible career possibilities from studying A-level history include being a teacher, 

museum curator, excavator, researchers, lawyer, various television roles, author and  

many more.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying History, please contact Mrs Hornsby 

ehornsby@bluecoat.uk.com or Mrs Wordsworth nwordsworth@bluecoat.uk.com 

Department
Humanities

Course
A Level History

Exam Board 
for 2019–20

AQA 

Teaching hours 
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 5 in at least two essay 

based subjects.

Humanities

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +
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What will be studied?
The course is divided into four key areas of study they 

are: -

• Aspects of French or Hispanic society

• Artistic culture in the French or Hispanic world

• Multiculturalism in French or Hispanic society

• Aspects of political life in French or Hispanic society

• You will also study a film in Year 12 and a film and 

book in Year 13

You will also have the opportunity to do work experience  

in Spain or France

How will I be assessed?
The A level course is assessed by three exams, all taken in 

May/June. You will have a combined Listening, Reading 

and Translating exam, a Speaking and a Writing paper. 

What next?
A Foreign Language opens the door to a myriad of different 

careers and opportunities. We are now working in a Global 

economy and most companies have to look further and 

further afield to compete in todays’ market. Languages 

provide a solid basis for a career in many sectors including 

Teaching, Interpreting and translation, Finance, Hospi-

tality, Sales and Marketing, Transport, Tourism and Leisure, 

the Public Sector, including the UN and EU. Languages 

make you more employable and give you the opportunity 

to work in many different places worldwide; languages 

graduates have one of the highest employment levels upon 

graduation.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying A Level 

Languages please contact Mr Gomes  

bgomes@bluecoat.uk.com 

Languages: French / Spanish A Level

Department
Languages

Course
A Level French or Spanish

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

AQA

Teaching hours  
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 5 in your  

chosen language.

Languages

A Level Mathematics

Department
Mathematics

Course
A Level Mathematics

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

AQA

Teaching hours  
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 6 in Maths.

Mathematics

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

What will be studied?
The A Level qualification covers a combination of Pure 

Mathematics, Statistics and Mechanics. Pure maths focuses 

on algebra, functions, trigonometry and calculus. Statistics 

looks at data analysis, probability and hypothesis testing 

and Mechanics includes topics on vectors, forces, motion 

and energy.

How will I be assessed?
The A Level Mathematics course is assessed through three 

written papers, of equal weighting, at the end of the 

second year, each 2 hours in duration. 

• Paper 1 - Pure Mathematics

• Paper 2 - Pure Mathematics and Mechanics

• Paper 3 - Pure Mathematics and Statistics

There will be a mix of question styles, from short, single-

mark questions to multi-step problems. 

There will also be class assessments throughout the course. 

What next?
Mathematics A level is essential for degree courses in 

Mathematics, Engineering or Physics. Most university 

courses in Computer Science and Operational Research 

also require Mathematics A Level. Numeracy, statistics and 

computers are so much a part of modern life that an A 

level in Mathematics is one of the most useful qualifica-

tions. Some of the main careers where Mathematics plays 

a significant part are accountancy, actuarial science, air 

traffic control, architecture, banking, economics, surveying 

and teaching.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying A Level 

Mathematics, please contact Mrs Platten  

kplatten@bluecoat.uk.com 
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Music A Level

Department
Arts

Course
A Level Music

Exam Board 
for 2019–20

Pearson Edexcel 

Teaching hours 
per week

 
Entry criteria

5 x Grade 4 or above including 

English Language, Maths  

and an essay-based subject 

such as History or  

English Literature. 

Grade 5/L2 Merit or above in 

Music or evidence of perfor-

mance experience.

Arts

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

What will be studied?
A Level in Music will provide a comprehensive introduction to advanced music studies, 

including performing, composing and analysing music. You will learn about music by a wide 

range of composers, and explore musical styles and genres.  You will have the opportunity 

to:

•  Perform on any instrument(s)/voice, including improvisation and music technology.

•  Compose music in a style of your choosing, as well as learning how to complete 

composition briefs using musical techniques.

•  Learn about musical elements, context and language through Areas of Study and set 

works, showing real examples within different types of music. 

•  You will be involved in many different activities including group work, individual 

study, tutorials, discussion, practical work and listening.  You will be given 

individual guidance and support in order to fulfil your potential. 

How will I be assessed?
The A Level course is assessed through three components.  

•  Performing (30%) - A solo performance lasting at least 8 minutes on your main 

instrument assessed by a recording marked externally

•  Composing (30%) - Two compositions, one set to a brief set by the board or a 

self-written brief, and another composition to assess compositional techniques 

including a choice of arranging music, harmonising chorales or remixing a sample

•  Appraising (40%) - Written examination.  A detailed study of music from the last 400 

years through six different areas of music.

What next?
A Level Music is an established and well-respected academic A Level that clearly can lead to 

further Music study at university or music college.  It also compliments other subjects in the 

Arts and Humanities as well as opening doors into the Creative Industries. 

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying A Level Music, please contact  

Mr N Osgood nosgood@bluecoat.uk.com 

A Level Philosophy, Religion and Ethics

Department
Humanities

Course
A Level Religious Studies: 

Philosophy of Religion, 

Religious Ethics and Devel-

opment in Religious Thought

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

OCR

Teaching hours  
per week

Entry criteria*
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 5 in at least two essay 

based subjects.

Humanities

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

What will be studied?
The course is taught across 3 components: Philosophy, 

Ethics and Christian Development. Content from year 1 

is continued into year 2, with additional content studied 

also. 

Philosophy (Year 1)
•  Ancient Philosophical Influences 

•  The Nature of The Soul, Mind and Body 

•  The Nature and Impact of Religious Experience 

•  The Challenge for Religious Belief of The Problem of 

Evil 

Ethics (Year 1)
•  Natural Law

•  Situation Ethics

•  Kantian Ethics

•  Utilitarianism

•  Business Ethics

•  Euthanasia

Christian development (Year 1)
• Religious Beliefs, Values and Teachings, their 

Interconnections and How They Vary Historically 

and in the Contemporary World 

•  Sources of Religious Wisdom and Authority 

•  Practices Which Shape and Express Religious 

Identity, and How These Vary Within a Tradition

Philosophy (Year 2)
•  Ideas About the Nature of God 

•  Issues in Religious Language

Ethics (Year 2)
•  Ethical Language and Thought 

•  Debates Surrounding the Significant Idea of 

Conscience 

•  Sexual Ethics and the Influence on Ethical Thought 

of Developments in Religious Beliefs

Christian Development (Year 2) 
•  Significant Social and Historical Developments in 

Theology and Religious Thought 

•  Key Themes Related to the Relationship Between 

Religion and Society

How will I be assessed?
The course is assessed at the end of the second year 

through 3 exams (Philosophy of Religion, Religion and 

Ethics, Development in Religious Thought)

Weighting: 33.3% per exam

Time: 2 hours

Marks: 120 marks

Answering: 3 out of 4 essays questions

What next?
Religious Studies is a highly regarded academic subject and 

is accepted by all higher education establishments. There 

is a host of careers for which the qualification is useful 

including journalism, medicine, law, education and civil 

services. Many previous students have gone into occupa-

tions where they are working with people.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying 

Religious Studies, please contact Ms Lacey  

klacey@bluecoat.uk.com 

* N.B. — Students do not  

need to have studied GCSE Religious 

Studies or Philosophy and Ethics.
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Photography A Level

Department
Arts

Course
A Level Photography

Exam Board 
for 2020–21

OCR 

Teaching hours 
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 4 in a creative subject; 

e.g. Art, Textiles, Graphics, 

Creative Media etc.

Arts

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

What will be studied?
Students will be introduced to a variety of experi-

ences, exploring a range of photographic processes 

and techniques. Students’ work will develop with both 

practical and critical/contextual approaches, exploring a 

combination of the following areas of study: Portraiture; 

Commercial photography; Still-Life photography; 

Documentary photography; Experimental imagery; Editorial 

photography; Photographic installation; The photographic 

process; Landscape photography.

How will I be assessed?
The A Level course is assessed through two components.  

Component one (60% of total A Level) is a Personal Inves-

tigation digital portfolio of practical work responding to a 

personally set starting point/theme/scenario. Students also 

complete a written Related Study which complements any 

practical work. Component two is an Externally Set Task 

(40% of total A Level), which is issued by the exam board 

on 1st February. Students create a digital blog of devel-

opment work before sitting a 15 hour (three day) exam in 

May in which a final response is created. All components 

are internally assessed and externally moderated.

What next?
Photography is particularly valuable in careers in the arts, 

design, fashion, print/web-based journalism, merchan-

dising, archaeology, forensics, conservation, pathology, 

advertising, marketing and many more.  In a world where 

digital imagery, the internet and social media are integral 

vehicles in selling/promoting desirable products, lifestyles 

and communicating  visual messages, employers are always 

keen to employ people with a creative outlook and skills.  

This A Level is a well-respected and rigorously assessed 

course, valued highly by universities (including those in 

the Russell Group).

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying A Level 

Photography please contact Mrs Moynihan-Case  

smoynihancase@bluecoat.uk.com 

A Level Physical Education

Department
Sports Science

Course
A Level Physical Education

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

OCR

Teaching hours  
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 5/5 in Combined 

Science or grade 5 in Biology.

Participation in at least 1 

physical activity outside of 

school to club level.

Sports Science

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

What will be studied?
This course takes a multi-disciplinary approach, encour-

aging the development of different methods of enquiry, 

with the focal point being the performer and the perfor-

mance. This course is based on the interaction between the 

theory and practice of Physical Education.

• Unit 1 – Psychological factors affecting 
performance (2 hour written paper). This includes 

the study of Applied Anatomy and Physiology, 

Exercise Physiology and Biomechanics.

• Unit 2 – Psychological factors affecting 
performance (1 hour written paper). This includes 

Skill Acquisition and Sports Psychology.

• Unit 3 - Socio-cultural issues in physical activity 
and sport (1 hour written paper). This includes 

Sport and Society and Contemporary Issue in 

Physical Activity and Sport.

• Unit 4 – Performance in physical education. 
(practical activity in 1 sport). This is the practical 

element of the course which also includes an 

Evaluation and Analysis of Performance for 

Improvement (EAPI).

How will I be assessed?
The A Level Physical Education course is assessed by 3 

written exams taken in June of the second year. You will 

also be assessed on a practical element that includes a 

demonstration of your level of skill in your activity and also 

a formal presentation on ways to improve a performance.  

What next?
This course will provide a good background for vocational 

courses, people interested in leisure and those interested in 

going to university to study Sports Science, PE  

or Physiotherapy.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying A Level 

Physical Education, please contact Mr Pickard  

epickard@bluecoat.uk.com



42 43

Physics A Level

Department
Science

Course
A Level Physics

Exam Board 
for 2019–20

AQA 

Teaching hours 
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 5/5 in Combined 

Science (Higher Tier) or grade 

5 in Physics and Chemistry.

Grade 5 in Maths.

Science

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

What will be studied?
The course is divided into topics, each covering different key concepts in Physics.  Year 12 

topics include Measurements and their errors, Particles and Radiation, Waves, Mechanics and 

materials and Electricity.  Year 13 topics are Further Mechanics and Thermal Physics, Fields, 

Nuclear and Astrophysics. 

How will I be assessed?
The A Level Physics course is assessed through three written exams in June of the second 

year, each worth a third of the A level. Practical work is integral to the course and 15% of 

the total A level marks are for practical skills and understanding.

What next?
Physics is a highly respected A level which builds superior analysis and problem solving 

skills.  Physics can lead to careers in research, education, industry and finance.  Physics 

is also seen as valuable for employment in many other fields ranging from medicine to 

management.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying Physics, please contact Miss Port Louis 

nportlouis@bluecoat.uk.com

A Level Politics

Department
Social Science

Course
A Level Politics

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

Pearson Edexcel

Teaching hours  
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 5 in at least two essay 

based subjects.

Social Science

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

What will be studied?
Do we really live in a democracy and what influences 

this?  What do you think about politicians and the 

political systems in both the UK and USA and how do 

these compare? Who are the different thinkers behind 

conservatism, liberalism, socialism and feminism that 

have inspired modern politics and to what extent are 

these ideologies still followed? Although we may not like 

everything that comes out of Westminster, politics touches 

every aspect of our lives and shapes the society that we 

live in.  A Level Politics gives you the opportunity to study 

politics, government and the key ideas that have guided 

these and then look beyond the UK and compare our 

political systems and structure to the USA.

During the first year you will study Political Participation 

and Government. You look at democracy and participation, 

political parties, electoral systems, voting behaviour and 

the media, the constitution, Parliament, the Prime Minister 

and the relationship between the branches. You will also 

start to consider different ideologies including conservatism 

and liberalism. All of this will focus on the UK.

During the second year you will complete your investi-

gation into the ideologies of socialism and feminism and 

then investigate the American political system, including 

the US constitution and federalism, Congress,  

the presidency, the Supreme Court and civil rights, 

democracy and participation and then compare this to the 

UK political system.

How will I be assessed?
At the end of the two year course you will have three 

written papers to complete on the themes you have 

studied. Each paper is 2 hours and each contributes to 

33.3% of your qualification.

What next?
Studying Politics at A Level develops your ability to 

analyse and evaluate different arguments and put forward 

your own opinion based on your researched evidence. It 

enables you to recognise the context behind policy changes 

and the need to balance competing interests, which are 

essential skills in both commercial and political settings. 

Politics provides you with a great foundation to go on 

and study Politics, Economics, International Relations, 

Business, Law, Philosophy, Sociology and many other 

subjects at University.  It opens up a wide array of career 

paths for you. These are not just limited to central, local 

and international government and the Civil Service but 

extend to provide you with a good route into becoming an 

analyst, researcher or journalist. You could also use it as a 

route into public relations, international human rights, the 

media or any commercial environment where the ability to 

question, lead and use your diplomacy to reach a consensus 

are essential skills.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying 

Politics, please contact Mr Squire  

rsquire@bluecoat.uk.com
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What will be studied?
In the first year you will study topics such as memory, 

social influence, attachment, and biopsychology. In the 

second year you will study topics including schizophrenia, 

relationships and addiction. Knowledge and understanding 

of research methods, practical research skills and mathe-

matical skills are also studied. These skills are developed 

through study of the specification content and through 

practical research activities, involving designing and 

conducting research and analysing and interpreting data.

How will I be assessed?
The A Level Psychology course is assessed through three 

written exams in June of the second year. 

What next?
With Psychology now recognised by universities as a hard 

science (alongside Biology, Chemistry and Physics) it is 

an excellent qualification that can lead directly into work 

or to a range of different courses in further and higher 

education. A Psychology degree is one of the most popular 

degrees in the UK. Psychology degrees attract those from 

both scientific and arts backgrounds. The mixture of 

applied sciences, philosophy and social science means that 

students can take their studies in a number of directions. 

Many Psychology graduates go on to become chartered 

Psychologists; specialising in clinical, educational, 

occupational, forensic, health or sports Psychology. With a 

Psychology qualification your career options are vast, and 

those who don’t become trained Psychologists often go into 

related Psychology careers within healthcare, mental health 

support, education or in other people-focused roles. The 

scientific and research elements of the course make human 

resources, advertising, marketing, retail management, 

academia and careers such as accountancy realistic goals.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying A Level 

psychology please contact Mrs Mohamedali  

nmohamedali@bluecoat.uk.com  

Product Design A Level

Department
Design and Technology

Course
A Level Product Design

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

AQA

Teaching hours  
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 5 in a Design and 

Technology subject.

Design and Technology

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

What will be studied?
Students will study areas such as materials and their 

applications, modern industrial and commercial practice, 

digital design and manufacture, and health and safety. 

Students will also complete a design and make project to a 

set brief looking into various areas including construction 

techniques, ergonomics and anthropometrics, and CAD  

and CAM. The core content of the specification builds on 

and extends prior knowledge secured at GCSE level Design 

& Technology.

How will I be assessed?
The A level course consists of two exam papers as well as a 

coursework project of your choice.

•  Paper 1 = 30% of A level

•  Paper 2 = 20% of A Level

•  Coursework project = 50% 

What next?
Product Design is a route into a variety of careers within 

the creative and engineering industries. Architecture, 

graphic/product design, automotive design, game/

software design, set design, engineering, and joinery are all 

examples of possible careers that can be followed after the 

course. An A level in Product Design is also looked upon 

favourably in many other careers as employers look for 

creativity in their employees.

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying Product 

Design, please contact  

Mr Poxon jpoxon@bluecoat.uk.com or  

Mr Sandhu ksandhu@bluecoat.uk.com 

A Level Psychology

Department
Social Science

Course
A Level Psychology

Exam Board 
for 2019–20

AQA 

Teaching hours 
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 5 in English Language.

Grade 5 in Maths.

Social Science

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +
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Sociology A Level

Department
Social Science

Course
A Level Sociology

Exam Board  
for 2019–20

AQA

Teaching hours  
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 5 in English Language 

and one other essay  

based subject.

Social Science

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

What will be studied?
Sociology is the systematic study of society and human 

behaviour. During the two years, students will look at 

different aspects of society in more detail, and question 

why society functions in the way that it does. Topics to be 

taught include Education, Family and Households, Crime 

and Deviance, Beliefs in Society and Research Methods. 

How will I be assessed?
The A level Sociology course is assessed through three 

written exams in June of the second year. 

What next?
This course will provide ideal preparation for students who 

are considering university and higher education. It will 

develop analytical and evaluative skills and help students 

to write essays that present evidence-based arguments 

logically and coherently. It will also appeal to students who 

are interested in working in the public sector e.g. NHS, 

teaching, social work and within the criminal  

justice system. 

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying 

Sociology, please contact Miss Dore  

cdore@bluecoat.uk.com 

A Level Textile Design

Department
Arts

Course
A Level Textile Design

Exam Board 
for 2020–21

OCR 

Teaching hours 
per week

Entry criteria
5 x grade 4 or above including 

English Language and Maths.

Grade 5 in Art & Design or 

Textile Design.

Design and Technology

5 310

5 10

12 + 20 + 2+ +

12 +

6 8 10 + 15 + 14 + 16 +

13 +24 + 25 +

What will be studied?
Students will be introduced to a variety of experiences, 

exploring a range of media, processes and techniques. 

Students’ work will develop with both practical and critical/

contextual approaches, exploring a combination of the 

following areas of study: garments/fashion; printed and 

dyed textiles; constructed textiles; textile installation; 

expressive textiles; illustrative and digital textiles.

How will I be assessed?
The A Level course is assessed through two components.  

Component one (60% of total A- Level) is a Personal 

Investigation portfolio of practical work responding to a 

personally set starting point/theme/scenario. Students 

also complete a written Related Study which complements 

any practical work. Component two is an Externally Set 

Task (40% of total A- Level), which is issued by the exam 

board on 1st February. Students create a sketchbook of 

development work before sitting a 15 hour exam in May in 

which a final response is created.

All components are internally assessed and externally 

moderated.

What next?
Textile Design is particularly valuable in careers in textile, 

costume and set design, visual merchandising, interior 

design, stylist roles and many more.  In a world where 

trends, fashion and design are central to an organisation’s 

image and brand, employers are always keen to employ 

people with a creative outlook and skills.  This A-Level  

is a well-respected and rigorously assessed course,  

valued highly by universities (including those in the  

Russell Group).

Further Information:
If you need any further information about studying  

A Level Textile Design please contact Mrs Williams  

lwilliams@bluecoat.uk.com 
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