
Why did America drop atomic bombs on Japan                    

in August 1945? 

According to Gar Alperovitz (American   

historian), the reason the USA dropped the 

atomic bomb on Japan was to impress the 

Soviet Union 

War against Japan was already won in a 

military sense 

Dropping the bomb was a deterrent to     

Soviet activities in eastern Europe 

Stalin showed no interest at Potsdam when 

Truman said they had weapons of Mass 

Destruction 
24th July - Truman tells Stalin that the USA 

has a new weapon 

Stalin - “Hope you make good use of it [the 

new weapon]  against Japan.” 

USSR were working on a smaller atomic 

bomb of their own 

The use of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki brought angry protests from 

the Soviet Union.  

General Zhukov - “The Government of 

America intended to exploit the atomic 

weapon for the attainment of its imperial 

aims from a position of strength in the Cold 

War.” 

USA only had two bombs and they used 

them both against Japan 

14th August - Japan unconditionally                  

surrenders. 

3rd September - Formal surrender 

The first successful trial of the atomic 

bomb was 16th July 1945. 

The bomb had been developed at a cost of 

$2000 million. It would be difficult to                     

justify that investment without using it 

There was no weakening in the Japanese 

determination to fight. The Japanese army 

was about 5 million men (they would fight 

to the death 

USSR knew USA only had two bombs as 

one of the atomic scientists was Klaus 

Fuchs - a Soviet spy. 

Japanese troops were ordered to                        

surrender to China, Russia and Korea too. 

The use of this barbarous weapon was of 

no assistance to our war against Japan. The 

Japanese were already defeated. - Admiral 

Leahy 

Japanese military didn't hesitate at Pearl 

Habour. That was a sneak attack that      

destroyed not only ships but the lives of 

many American sailors 

Peace had been declared in Europe in May 

1945 - USA were now fighting a war they 

didn't really start. 
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