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Task 1 - Political Participation – identify all of the 

different ways that you can participate in politics in the UK 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 2 – The franchise 

High levels of participation in the political processes are essential for a healthy democracy.  

If the citizens of a country are passive and are not bothered about being involved in any politics then the 

political system becomes open to the abuse of power.  This is because politicians, and other representative 

bodies, are not held to account and therefore can carry out actions largely unchecked by bodies other than 

themselves. Therefore political participation is essential in order to call representatives to account and ensure 

that they carry out their representative function and do not abuse their power. 

One of the main ways that politicians are held to account in the UK is through elections. At election time, those 

that are able to vote can vote out politicians whom they think have not done a very good job at representing 

their interests. However, you can only participate in voting in election if you have the franchise. 

The franchise (who has the right to vote) has been fought over for many years and the UK currently enjoys 

universal adult suffrage (all adults have the ability to vote) 

To be able to vote in the UK you need to be over 18, no group can be discriminated against and it is the 

responsibility of each individual to register to vote. However, there are still some groups in the UK who are 

unable to vote (who don’t have the franchise) 

Who is currently not able to vote in the UK (who still doesn’t have the franchise)? 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

 

The franchise is so important as those who can vote decide who will run the country, those who have the 

suffrage can vote for their own interests, politicians can ignore those without the franchise and, people who 

contribute to the state (pay taxes) should have a say on how its run. 
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Task 3 – Extending the franchise (lowering the voting age) 

Read the following source and complete the activities that follow 

 

Many people argue that young people are not interested in voting and in the UK the minimum 

voting age is 18, except in Scotland, where anyone over the age of 16 can vote in local and Scottish 

parliamentary elections. This Scottish independence referendum in 2014 dispelled this argument as 

75% of 16 to 18 year olds took part, which was a higher percentage than the 25 – 34 age group who 

voted in this referendum. This has added strength to the argument that the voting age should be 

lowered to 16. Firstly, many 16 year olds already have responsibilities as they may pay taxes, can 

join the army, can enter a civil partnership/get married and may face criminal charges. Therefore 

political decisions affect them and leaving them out is unfair and undemocratic and means that 

politicians do not need to listen to them, even though the policies that they make affect them. 

Furthermore it is unfair to argue that young people are apathetic (have no interest) in voting. 

Although they are unable to vote, many participate in less formal ways such as in social media and 

in their support of social movement for example climate change and Black Lives Matters. In 

addition, many young people felt angry that they were not allowed to vote in the Brexit referendum 

as the results of this will arguable have the longest impact on their lives and therefore this may lead 

them to feel undervalued in our society which may put them off from voting in the future. Finally, it 

is unfair to argue that 16 or 17 years olds are less politically educated or aware than those who are 

18 or over. Schools provide citizenship education and therefore restricting those from voting in 

elections may alienate them from the political process. Therefore involving them sooner would 

ensure that they vote throughout their lives and therefore keep democracy alive.  

 

Opponents argue that there is in fact a lack of education in politics. Although there is citizenship 

education in schools, political knowledge remains limited and young people remain ill-informed or 

unaware of the implications of the political policies that politicians are following, for example the 

economic implications or leaving the EU. In addition, lower age groups traditionally have a lower 

turnout rate in elections, suggesting that if you lower the voting age any further may not result in 

more people voting. For example in the 2015 general election only 43% of the 18-24 age group 

voted. This did increase to 58% in the 2017 general election but it was argued that this was because 

some policies were directly aimed at the youth vote for example scrapping tuition fees, therefore 

only reflecting an increase in specific policies not overall engagement in politics. In addition, when 

the voting age has been lowered, as in the Scottish referendum in 2014, it has no resulted in an 

overall increase in the percentage who voted (turnout). Turnout in the Scottish independence 

referendum was 75% for the 16-18 year olds but in the 2017 general election turnout was only 

66.4%. Finally, the rights of 16 to 18 year olds are less than those over 18 so although they have 

some rights they cannot participate in society to the same extent as those 18 or over and therefore 

they do not have the same levels of responsibility as those 18 or over and so should not have the 

same right to vote. For example although they can marry or enter into a civil partnership, they do 

need their parent’s permission, which is also required if they want to join the army.   
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Extending the franchise activities 

1. Using two differently coloured highlighters, indicate: 

a.The arguments in the source that support the view that 16 to 18 year olds should be given the vote 

b. The arguments in the source that support the view that the voting age should remain at 18 

2. Select 3 arguments from each side and add them to the balanced debate see-saw below. 

 

3. “Using the source, evaluate the view that the voting age should be 

lowered to 16 for UK general elections” 

Select the strongest arguments from both sides of the debate fromTask 2 above.  

Write one paragraph arguing that the voting age should be lowered to 16 and one paragraph 

that the voting age should NOT be lowered  

For each paragraph start with the argument from the source and then analyse why this 

means that the voting age should (or should not) be lowered. To make the argument even 

better, try to prove it with further evidence from the source. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Have a go a writing a conclusion to the question. Use the ASIF approach. 

A 

Answer the question 
(which argument is the 
strongest? Do you agree 
or disagree – you cannot 
sit on the fence) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S 

Substantiate your view 
(Prove your answer with 
evidence – prove that one 
side of the argument 
outweighs the other) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I 
It Depends on...  
(What does your answer 
depend upon?) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

F 

Future Prospects…. 
(How likely will this 
answer remain, what may 
happen in the future to 
change it?) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


