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WELCOME TO 

POLITICS



What is a political ideology?

A set of political 
ideas which 

come together 
to create a vision 
of some kind of 

idealised society.



Left and right wing ideologies

This idolised 

society is 

described as 

being 

influenced by 

the  ‘left’ or 

the ‘right’ of a 

political 

spectrum and 

these 

ideologies still 

influence 

political 

parties and 

politicians 

today.



Left and right wing ideologies



Left and right wing ideologies

To find out more about political ideologies have a listen to 

some of the podcasts on the following link.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p039711d/episodes/pla

yer

The series of podcasts ‘A History of Political Thought’ is 

produced by the BBC and give an excellent insight into 

these political ideologies, and the thinkers who have 

influenced them, that still inspire politics today.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p039711d/episodes/player


Are you left or right wing?

• Open up the document ‘left or right 

wing activity’, answer the questions to 

see if you are mostly left wing or right 

wing.

Once you have completed the test – look at 

the following slide.



Am I left or right wing?

Mostly ‘A’  You 
could be described 

as LEFT wing

Mostly ‘B’  You 
could be described 

as RIGHT wing



Political ideologies are not fixed?

Ideologies do not remain fixed.

All three main parties have moved closer to the 
centre ground in the last 20 years. 

Political commentators argued that Labour under 
Jeremy Corbyn pushed the party back towards the 
left in the last few years but Sir Keir Starmer may 

be bringing the party back to the centre.



Political parties share some ideologies

Since the Beveridge Report at the end of the Second World 
War all parties have supported the idea of a welfare state. 

Parties agree on providing free education and healthcare, as 
well as a variety of social security and other benefits and 

services.

Since the Thatcher government, which came to power in 1979, the 
idea has prevailed that the state (government) should have limited 

intervention in a free market economy.

All parties are committed to freedom of speech 
and tolerance of dissent, for example in the media.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-33256084


If political parties follow an 

ideology, who do the political 

parties represent?



Democracy in the UK

• In the UK we operate under a democracy.

• A democracy can be understood as a very general 
description of various political systems that are 
organised in the basis that government should serve 
the interests of the people and therefore represent 
them.

• In liberal democracies it is also expected that 
government should be accountable, in various ways, to 
the people i.e. be able to be voted out if people think 
that they have done a bad job at election time.

• It is also expected that citizens should influence 
decisions or make decisions themselves. 



However, in 
order that 
citizens can 
influence 
politicians 
they need to  
participate 
in politics?



The different ways that we can 
participate in politics

•Standing for public office

•Active party membership

•Active pressure group membership

•Passive party membership

•Digital activist

•Voting



The franchise

The franchise (who has the right to vote) has 
been fought over for many years and the UK 
currently enjoys universal adult suffrage (all 
adults have the ability to vote)

To be able to vote in the UK you need to be over 
18, no group can be discriminated against and it 
is the responsibility of each individual to register 
to vote.  



The franchise

However, even though we have universal 
adult suffrage there are still some groups 
who are barred from voting:

• Under 18s
• Prisoners
• Lords and Monarchs
• Those that have been sectioned



Why is the franchise important?

• Those who can vote decide who will run 
the country

• Those who have the suffrage can vote for 
their own interests

• Politicians can ignore those without the 
franchise

• People who contribute to the state (pay 
taxes) should have a say on how its run



Political participation

Open up the document ‘ 
Political participation’ 
and have a go at the tasks.



WHAT YOU WILL LEARN OVER 
THE 2 YEARS

UK Politics
Democracy and 
participation

Political parties

Electoral systems

Voting behaviour and the 
media

UK Government
The constitution

Parliament

Prime Minister and 
executive

Relationships between 
the branches

UK Politics



WHAT YOU WILL LEARN OVER THE 2 YEARS
Ideologies



WHAT YOU WILL LEARN OVER 
THE 2 YEARS

The US Constitution and 
federalism

US Congress

US presidency

US Supreme Court and 
US civil rights

US democracy and 
participation

Comparative theories.

US Politics (+ compare to UK)



YEAR 2 EXAMS – PAPER 1 = 2 HOURS  



YEAR 2 EXAMS – PAPER 2 = 2 HOURS  



YEAR 2 EXAMS – PAPER 3 = 2 HOURS  



Folders
Keep them well-organised, tidy, and with you at all times!

You will need it for every lesson, and for looking at your notes for homework 
and revision

Divider Sections:

1. Unit 1 Topic 1: Democracy & Participation

2. Unit 1 Topic 2:  Political Parties

3. Unit 1 Topic 3:  Electoral Systems

4. Unit 1 Topic 4:  Voting behaviour and the media

6. Unit 2 Topic 1: The Constitution

7. Unit 2 Topic 2:  Parliament

8. Unit 2 Topic 3:  The Prime Minister and the Cabinet

9. Unit 2 Topic 4:  Relationships between the branches



Expectations

This is what will be expected of you. Not just 
because it’s what you should be doing, but because 

it’s what you need to do in order to succeed

• Attend all lessons

• Be punctual

• Complete all work set

• Complete extra reading/listening/watching

• Keep up-to-date with political news

If you miss a lesson for any reason, you will be expected to 
catch up all work missed and it is your responsibility to find 
out what that work was – it’s all on Teams



The News! 

It is really important you are 
aware of the current issues 
that surround our 
democracy. Make an effort 
to watch the news, read the 
papers, watch political 
shows, listen to political 
podcasts 



Understanding 

Politics:

Key terms

Develop subject-specific 

vocabulary by creating a 

key term portfolio with 

examples for each topic

How many political 
key terms do you 
know?



Any questions email Mr Squire:

rsquire@bluecoat.uk.com


